ZEMLINSKEHO
KVARTETO /
ZEMLINSKY
QUARTET

Uéinkujici / Performers
FrantiSek Soucek — 1. housle / 1t violin
Petr Stfizek — 2. housle / 2™ violin

Petr Holman - viola
Vladimir Fortin — violoncello / cello
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Program

Leos Janacek
Smyc¢covy kvartet €. 1,
z podnétu Tolstého Kreutzerovy sonaty

Adagio — Con moto
Con moto - Vivo — Andante
3. Con moto (allegro) — Pit mosso

N —

Henrik Gorecki

Quasi una fantasia, op. 64

Largo sostenuto — Mesto
Deciso - Energico: Furioso
Arioso — Adagio cantabile
Allegro — Sempre con Grand

POd=

Prestavka

Petr Ilji¢ Cajkovskij

Smyccovy kvartet €. 3 es moll, op. 30
Andante sostenuto — Allegro moderato

Allegretto vivo e scherzando

Andante funebre e doloroso, ma con moto
Allegro non troppo e risoluto

pONM=
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Programme

Leos Janacek

Quartet inspired by L. N. Tolstoy's
"Kreutzer Sonata”, JW VII/8

Adagio — Con moto

Con moto

Con moto - Vivo — Andante
Con moto (allegro) — Pit mosso

PON-

Henrik Gorecki

Quasi una fantasia, op. 64
(String Quartet No. 2)

Largo sostenuto — Mesto
Deciso - Energico: Furioso
Arioso — Adagio cantabile
Allegro — Sempre con Grand

PON=

Intermission

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky

String Quartet No. 3 in E-flat minor, op. 30
Andante sostenuto — Allegro moderato

Allegretto vivo e scherzando

Andante funebre e doloroso, ma con moto

Allegro non troppo e risoluto

PON=
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Henrik Gérecki (1933-2010) se spolu s Witoldem Lutostawskym
a pred dvéma lety zesnulym Krzysztofem Pendereckym fadi k pred-
nim predstavitellm polské hudebni avantgardy. Gérecki se soudo-
bym novatorskym smériim vénoval predevsim v padesatych a ranych
Sedesatych letech, kdy se nechéaval inspirovat zejména serialismem,
témbrovou hudbou a také goralskym folklérem. V nasledujicich deka-
dach pak zacal tihnout k melodi¢nosti a navracel se spiSe k tradi¢nim
kompoziénim postuplim a formam, které véak naplfioval neobycejné
originalnim obsahem a snadno postfehnutelnou harmonickou vyna-
lézavosti. Pro mnohé z Géreckého skladeb je typické tvrdosijné opa-
kovani nékterych frazi, jez jeho dilo pfiblizuje minimalismu. Ve svych
duchovnich pisnich, které komponoval spiSe z vnitfnich pohnutek
nez pro verejné provozovani, navazoval rovnéz na hudebni tradice
rimskokatolické cirkve. Pozornost milovniki soudobé hudby na sebe
upoutal predevsim Symfonii ¢. 3 z roku 1976 se sopranovym sélem.
Zivot tohoto skladatele je spjat s hornoslezskymi Katovicemi, kde
studoval na hudebni akademii, pozdéji na této Skole ucil a zastaval
i funkci rektora, kterou vSak vinou neshod s polskym komunistickym
rezimem brzy opustil.

Skladba s ndazvem Quasi una fantasia, op. 64 vznikla v roce 1991.
Jde o Géreckého v poradi druhy smyc¢covy kvartet. Jeho nazev od-
kazuje na proslulou kompozici pro sélovy klavir Ludwiga van Beetho-
vena znamou predevsim jako Mésiéni sonata. Pozorny a pouceny
posluchac vsak v tomto dynamicky vyrazné odstinéném dile najde
dalSi reference na Beethovenovu tvorbu a mozna téz odhali nazvuk
vanocni pisné Ticha noc v samém zaveru skladby.

K napséani svého prvniho smyccového kvartetu pristoupil Leo$ Jana-
Cek (1854-1928) az v roce 1923, tedy jako vyzraly skladatel na prahu
sedmdesatky. Pravdou je, Ze se uz v roce 1880 v dobé studii ve Vidni
pokusil o komponovani stejné formy, avSak toto jeho dilo se ndam
do dnesnich dob bohuzel nedochovalo. Kvartet Kreutzerova sonata
byl inspirovan drivéjsi Cetbou stejnojmenné povidky ruského literata
Lva Tolstého, kterou spisovatel vytvoril pod dojmem Beethoveno-
vy sonaty pro housle a klavir, jez v nazvu nese rovnéz privlastek
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.Kreutzerova". Doslo tu tedy k jakési meta-inspiraci, kdy jisté hudeb-
ni dilo bylo podnétem ke stvoreni povidky a tento slovesny Utvar
zase inspiroval jiného skladatele ke vzniku odliSného uméleckého
opusu. Zminéna Tolstého povidka o tragickém osudu zeny, ktera je
ovladédna svym manzelem, zaujala Janacka jiz v letech 1908-1909,
kdy pod jejim dojmem vznikalo Trio pro housle, violoncello a kla-
vir. Tato skladba se ndm vSak rovnéz nezachovala. Existuji ovsem
domnénky, Ze mezi obéma dily Ize hledat jisté souvislosti, nebot

z nékdejsiho tria idajné preslo do pozdéjsiho kvartetu hned nékolik
hudebnich myslenek. Janackuav prvni kvartet (ktery skladatel mimo-
chodem napsal za pouhych devét dn(l) je zafnym piikladem sklada-
telova originalniho modalniho mysleni. Vyznacuje se pozoruhodné
propracovanou motivickou praci, ktera je patrna ve vSech Ctyrech
vétach. Skladba neotrelym zplsobem resi formalni strukturu. Nabizi
rovnéz fadu kontrast( v tempech a néladach, jez osciluji mezi distym
lyrismem a vypjatym dramatismem.

Nejvyznamné&jsi z ruskych hudebnich romantiki Petr llji¢ Cajkovskij
(1840-1893) studoval v Petrohradu pravnickou Skolu; jeho srdce
a nesporny talent jej vSak neustéle tahly k hudbé. Vykonaval misto
pravnika ve statnich sluzbach, ovsem zahy se zacal vzdélavat u An-
tona Grigorjevi€e Rubinstejna na petrohradské konzervatofi. Po
absolutoriu nastoupil na zakladé doporuéeni svého ucitele jako pe-
dagog na konzervatof v Moskvé, kterou ved! Rubinstejniv bratr Ni-
kolaj. Ugitelské plisobeni ovéem Cajkovskému neptinaselo radost,
bylo pouze prostfedkem materiadlniho zajisténi zacinajiciho skla-
datele, ktery na zaslouzeny Uspéch teprve ¢ekal. Od roku 1876 mu
vSak finanéni podpora mecenasky Nadézdy Filaretovny von Meck
umoznila, ze se mohl plné vénovat kompozici i provadéni svych dél.
V této dobé vznikly Cajkovského nejslavnéjsi kompozice, kterymi si
brzy vydobyl uznani v Rusku i v Evropé: balety Labuti jezero (1876),
Sipkové RiZenka (1889), opery EvZen Onégin (1878), Pikovd déma
(1890) a fada dalsich orchestralnich, komornich i vokalnich dél. Caj-
kovskij navstivil se svymi skladbami opakované i Prahu (1888, 1892),
kde se spratelil se svym vrstevnikem Antoninem Dvorakem. Labuti
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pisni skladatele je 6. symfonie zvana Pateticka; tyden po jeji premié-
fe zemrel podle oficialni zpravy na choleru. V souvislosti s jeho smr-
ti se vSak také mluvi o vynucené sebevrazdé, ktera méla zabranit
prozrazeni tidajné Cajkovského homosexuality.

Smyécovy kvartet & 3 es moll, op. 30 je poslednim Cajkov-
ského dilem pro smyc€cové kvarteto. Byl zkomponovan roku 1876
a pro domaciho posluchace neni bez zajimavosti, ze byl vénovan
pamatce ¢eského houslisty Ferdinanda Lauba, ktery rok pred tim
zemfel. Tento virtuos pasobil (stejné jako Cajkovskij) coby pedagog
na moskevské konzervatofri a Petr llji¢ jej Udajné oznacoval za nej-
lepsiho houslistu své doby. Treti ze smyccovych kvartet( potvrzuje
skladatelovu povést vyrazného melodika a vrouciho lyrika. Svétova
premiéra tohoto dila se uskutecnila 30. bfezna 1876. Skladbu tehdy
zahrélo kvarteto, v némz se partu prvnich housli zhostil zet Ferdi-
nanda Lauba a zaroven jeho nastupce na postu profesora moskev-
ské konzervatore, ¢esky houslista Jan Hfimaly.

Petr Ch. Kalina
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Henrik Gérecki (1933-2010) is one of the leading representatives of
the Polish musical avant-garde, together with Witold Lutostawski
and Krzysztof Penderecki, who died two years ago. Gérecki devot-
ed himself to contemporary innovative trends mainly in the 1950s
and early 1960s, when he was inspired mainly by serialism, timbre
music and goral folklore. In the following decades he began to grav-
itate towards the melodic and returned to traditional compositional
methods and forms, which he filled with unusually original content
and easily perceptible harmonic inventiveness. Many of Gérecki's
compositions are characterised by a stubborn repetition of certain
phrases, which brings his work closer to minimalism. In his sacred
songs, which he composed more from inner motives than for
public performance, he also drew on the musical traditions of the
Roman Catholic Church. The attention of lovers of contemporary
music was attracted especially by his Symphony No. 3 from 1976
with a soprano solo. The composer's life is linked to Upper Silesia’'s
Katowice, where he studied at the Academy of Music, later taught
at the school and held the post of rector, which he soon left due to
disagreements with the Polish communist regime.

The composition entitled Quasi una fantasia, Op. 64 was writ-
tenin 1991. It is Gorecki's second string quartet. Its title refers to
Ludwig van Beethoven's famous composition for solo piano, known
primarily as the Moonlight Sonata. However, the attentive and in-
formed listener will find further references to Beethoven's work in
this dynamically distinctly shaded work and may also discover the
title of the Christmas song Silent Night at the very end of the piece.

Leo$ Janacek (1854-1928) did not write his first string quartet un-
til 1923, i.e. as a mature composer on the verge of his seventies. It
is true that in 1880, while studying in Vienna, he attempted to com-
pose the same form, but unfortunately this work has not survived.
The quartet Kreutzer Sonata was inspired by an earlier reading
of the Russian writer Leo Tolstoy's short story of the same name,
which the writer created under the impression of Beethoven's
sonata for violin and piano, which also bears the title “Kreutzer”.
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Thus, there was a kind of meta-inspiration, where a certain musi-
cal work was the impetus for the creation of a short story, and this
verbal formation in turn inspired another composer to create a dif-
ferent artistic opus. The aforementioned Tolstoy's story about the
tragic fate of a woman who is dominated by her husband caught
Janacek's attention as early as 1908-1909, when the Trio for Vio-
lin, Cello and Piano was written under its influence. However, this
composition has not been preserved either. There are, however,
suggestions that some connections can be found between the
two works, as several musical ideas are said to have passed from
the former trio to the later quartet. Janacek's first quartet (which,
incidentally, the composer wrote in just nine days) is a shining
example of the composer’s original modal thinking. It is character-
ized by remarkably elaborate motivic work, which is evident in all
four movements. The composition addresses the formal structure
in a novel way. It also offers many contrasts in tempo and mood,
oscillating between pure lyricism and intense drama.

The most important of the Russian musical romantics Pyotr llyich
Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) studied in St. Petersburg at a law school;
but his heart and undeniable talent drew him constantly to music.
He worked as a lawyer in the state service, but soon began to study
under Anton Grigorievich Rubinstein at the St. Petersburg Con-
servatory. After graduation, on the recommendation of his tutor, he
joined the conservatory in Moscow, which was run by Rubinstein's
brother Nikolai. Teaching did not bring Tchaikovsky joy; it was only
a means of providing material support for the budding composer,
who was still waiting for his well-deserved success. From 1876,
however, the financial support of his patron Nadezhda Filaretovna
von Meck enabled him to devote himself fully to the composition
and performance of his works. It was during this period that Tchai-
kovsky's most famous compositions were written, which soon won
him recognition in Russia and Europe: ballets Swan Lake (1876),
Sleeping Beauty (1889), operas Eugene Onegin (1878), The Queen
of Spades (1890) and many other orchestral, chamber and vocal
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works. Tchaikovsky repeatedly visited Prague with his compositions
(1888, 1892) and he became friends with his peer Antonin Dvorak.
The composer's swan song is the Symphony No. 6 called Pathé-
tique; a week after its premiere he died of cholera, according to the
official report. In connection with his death, however, there is also
talk of a forced suicide to prevent the disclosure of Tchaikovsky's
alleged homosexuality.

String Quartet No. 3 in E flat minor, Op. 30 is Tchaikovsky's last
work for string quartet. It was composed in 1876 and for the do-
mestic listener it is not without interest that it was dedicated to the
memory of the Czech violinist Ferdinand Laub, who had died the
year before. This virtuoso worked (like Tchaikovsky) as a teacher at
the Moscow Conservatory, and Pyotr llyich reportedly described
him as the best violinist of his time. The third of the string quartets
confirms the composer's reputation as an expressive melodist
and fervent lyricist. The world premiere of this work took place on
30 March 1876. The composition was then performed by a quartet
in which the first violin part was played by Ferdinand Laub's son-in-
law and his successor as professor at the Moscow Conservatory,
the Czech violinist Jan Hfimaly.

Petr Ch. Kalina
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Zemlinského kvarteto /
Zemlinsky Quartet

Zemlinského kvarteto jiz od svého zaloZeni v roce 1994 navazuje
na bohatou tradici Ceské kvartetni Skoly. Zvitézilo na mezinarodni
soutézi smyccovych kvartet v Bordeaux (2010), je laureatem Praz-
ského Jara a mezinarodnich soutézi smyc¢covych kvartet v kanad-
ském Banffu a v Londyné, kde zaroven ziskalo Cenu publika. Zvité-
zilo i na dalSich kvartetnich soutéZich (Beethoven(iv Hradec, New
Talent Bratislava, soutéz Nadace B. Martin( Praha). V roce 2005
byla souboru udélena Cena Ceského spolku pro komorni hudbu
avroce 2009 cena Nadace Alexandra Zemlinského ve Vidni. V se-
zéneé 2016/17 bylo Zemlinského kvarteto rezidenénim souborem
Ceského spolku pro komorni hudbu.

Kvarteto vystoupilo v ramci svych turné jiz na ¢tyrech konti-
nentech. Jeho repertoér zahrnuje vice nez 350 dél pfednich ¢es-
kych i svétovych skladatel(. Po Uspéchu prvnich dvou CD s ¢es-
kou hudbou podepsalo Zemlinského kvarteto exkluzivni nahravaci
kontrakt s francouzskou firmou Praga Digitals. Pro ni natocilo cel-
kem devatenact titul(l véetné& kompletnich smyccovych kvartet
A. Dvoraka nebo kompletniho dila pro smyc¢cové kvarteto A. Zem-
linského. Sada ¢tyr CD s Dvorakovou ranou kvartetni tvorbou zis-
kala prestizni francouzské ocenéni ,Diapason d'Or". Soubor také
vytvofil mnozstvi nahrévek pro Cesky rozhlas.

Béhem studii na prazské konzervatofi a na AMU v Praze soubor
vedli ¢lenové renomovanych ¢eskych komornich téles — Kvarteta
hl. m. Prahy, Talichova, Kocianova a Prazakova kvarteta, pozdéji pak
soubor studoval u legendarniho pedagoga a primaria LaSalle Quar-
tet Waltera Levina. V letech 2006-11 ¢lenové Zemlinského kvarteta
plisobili jako asistenti na Musikakademie Basel (Svycarsko), peda-
gogicky i organizacné se podileli na Mezinarodni hudebni akademii
v Plzni (2005-2010) a v rdmci svych turné vedou mistrovské kurzy
pro studenty vSech vékovych kategorii. F. Sou¢ek a P. Holman jsou
téz profesory Prazské konzervatore.

10
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Zemlinsky Quartet has been following the rich tradition of the
Czech quartet school since its foundation in 1994. The quartet won
the International String Quartet Competition in Bordeaux (2010),
was a laureate of the Prague Spring Festival and international
string quartet competitions in Banff, Canada and London, where

it also won the Audience Award. It has also won other quartet com-
petitions (Beethoven's Hradec, New Talent Bratislava, Bohuslav
Martin(i Foundation Competition Prague). In 2005, the ensemble
was awarded the Czech Chamber Music Association Prize and

in 2009 the Alexander Zemlinsky Foundation Prize in Vienna. In
the 2016/17 season the Zemlinsky Quartet was the ensemble in
residence of the Czech Chamber Music Society.

The quartet has toured on four continents. Its repertoire in-
cludes more than 350 works by leading Czech and international
composers. After the success of their first two CDs of Czech mu-
sic, the Zemlinsky Quartet signed an exclusive recording contract
with the French company Praga Digitals. It has recorded a total of
nineteen titles for the orchestra, including complete string quar-
tets by Dvorak and a complete work for string quartet by Zemlin-
sky. A set of four CDs with Dvorak's early quartet works won the
prestigious French award “"Diapason d'Or”. The ensemble has also
made a number of recordings for Czech Radio.

During his studies at the Prague Conservatory and the Academy
of Performing Arts in Prague, the ensemble was led by members of
renowned Czech chamber ensembles - the Quartet of the Capital
City of Prague, the Talich, Kocian and Prazak Quartets, and later the
ensemble studied with the legendary teacher and principal of the
LaSalle Quartet Walter Levin. In 2006-11, members of the Zemlin
Quartet worked as assistants at the Musikakademie Basel (Swit-
zerland), participated in the International Music Academy in Pilsen
(2005-2010) as tutors and organizers, and lead master classes for
students of all ages during their tours. F. Sou¢ek and P. Holman are
also professors at the Prague Conservatory.
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